Ready? NEXT.

Watch Out with Matt Riddlehoover

For actor Matt Riddlehoover his current career actually fulfilled his young boy's dreams. Who wouldn't believe that this Watch Out lead and hottie started his career at Myspace when his trailer for his feature film "To a Tee" won the User's choice award and attracted several industry professionals including Steve Balderson. He's NEXT. Premiering in the Blogosphere's Most Admired Modeling Blogazine, Next ExpressMEN, Matt reveals his thoughts in career and life as he talks about his latest film Watch Out. Ready for Matt? He's NEXT.
Patric: "When you first read the script for "Watch Out", what are your first reactions?"
Matt: "I felt like I needed Merriam-Webster open on Firefox so I could click back and forth. Some of the vocabulary in this thing is really obscure. Joseph [Suglia] really has a way with words. (laughs) I was instantly attracted. It's insane, it's outrageous and a lot of fun, and still, I think there are a few painfully honest and really important moments that are kind of like a wake-up call to American culture that I completely agree with. I knew I had to do it."
Patric: "Can you tell us more about all the talented actors and folks behind “Watch Out”?
Matt: "That depends on what you want to know. (laughs) I had an amazing time. I met so many great people while working on this film and, I'll admit, it was hard to stay stoned-faced through most of it. When you have someone playing opposite you in a low-cut orange sweater from the pits of 80's hell, donning a red afro and hideously blue eyeshadow, talking ever so seriously about dying their anal hair patriotic colors for the 4th of July, it's tremendously difficult to not break character. Amy Kelly was a riot. She had me biting the corners of the inside of my mouth as to not crack a smile, and at a certain point I had to completely zone her out. Peter Stickles, too, in his lobster bib. And Betti O with her donuts. (laughs) I can't even begin to get into it, Steve put together quite a cast of talent."
Patric: "How was it working with the talented director/filmmaker Steve Balderson?"
Matt: "Steve is like a 6' 5" child with the biggest, purest twinkle in his eye. He so loves what he does and it's totally infectious. The set was always light and laid back and focused and well organized and most days we were ahead of schedule. And we were in the middle of Kansas! Despite what film school and behind-the-scenes featurettes from Hollywood try to teach, you don't have to have a certain budget or a certain number of bodies on set to make a competent film. Really! Steve never looks at a situation and says, "oh, we can't do that" because of this or this. Instead, he says, "how can we do this” or how can we make this work. I think that's why he was perfect for this film, which otherwise wouldn't appear to be filmic. Most other directors or a studio would look at this material and say, "We can't do that." It's funny how your perspective changes when you look at something as a good challenge instead of looking at it as an impossibility."
Patric: "Do you see yourself resembling some parts of Watch Out's main character, Jonathan Barrow's personality?
Matt: "Though completely delusional (laughs), Jonathan Barrows seems to know exactly who he is and what he wants and is extremely confident, and in just that way I think we're a lot alike. I've always had a clear idea of who I am and what my dreams are and what I want to do, so I'd say that the main difference is that I'm a people person. Jonathan Barrows is like a really irritated cat; ears permanently glued-down, eyes squinted, ready to hiss the moment someone comes near. Ya know, he'd ignore someone sitting next to him on a train, whereas I feel bad if I don't write back to someone I don't even know on MySpace. Not to mention that Jonathan Barrows is neither straight nor gay. Women disgust him, he’s repelled by men, and completely and exclusively attracted to himself. The man turns himself on! (laughs) I can’t say the same."
Patric: "Five things you can't live without?"
Matt: "(laughs) All right, one: good music. Music you can move to, and I don’t mean popular shit. I love jazz, like Duke Ellington or The Ink Spots. Or Argentinean type stuff. Tangos. Astor Piazzolla, I love him. I think I pretty much like anything that originates from stuff like that, too. I like the way it makes me feel, it’s like a mood elevator. Have you heard Bitter:Sweet? They’re great. Two: my friends. Trois: Spinach artichoke Lean Pockets. They’re my new obsession and I can’t get enough of them. Four: Imagination. I don’t know where I’d be without mine. Five: Clocks. It’s important to be punctual. I’d say watches, but the battery’s been dead in my favorite watch forever. I still wear it though, just for decoration."
Patric: "What's the best thing about being an actor?"
Matt: "You get to play make believe all day long."
Patric: "On a nutshell what's the most memorable and amusing things you did on this film?"
Matt: "I got to run around naked, taking Polaroids of myself; I make out with a blow-up doll and pleasure myself in a restaurant bathroom; I had to beat somebody to a bloody pulp with a baseball bat, bashed-up a television, got spanked in front of an entire class, killed a few people, shucked some oysters, bound and tortured a pop princess and ate a greasy triple cheeseburger in its entirety - I had a blast! I got to do just about everything there is to do in this movie."
Patric: "Scenes to watch out for?"
Matt: "Collectively, the hottest, funniest, most amazing scene could turn out to be the scene in which my parents hire a prostitute to deflower me as a teenager. Or, it could also possibly be the love-doll sex scene. Hard to say, (laughs) there are so many moments that will surely stand out in this film."
Patric: "If you can work with three Hollywood actors, who would you choose and why?"
Matt: "Flipper, Lassie or Babe. It’d be cool to have an animal co-star. Babe, especially, because he can talk."
Matt shares a valuable advise for all the aspiring models out there: "Go for it. Treat the dream like a reality!" One time, while everyone were discussing their most embarrasing moments while filming Watch Out, Matt couldn't come up with anything, until he remembers when Steve Balderson told him to put his towel back on after the camera had been off for several minutes, being nude for 85% of the day, Matt was totally unaware that the camera was already off, later on he admits, his face actually turned red after Steve snapped him back to reality. When asked about what three things he always watch out for, Matt reveals: "Expiration Date. Cops. The Time."
Watch Out is a film by Steve Balderson based on the novel by Joseph Suglia. To learn more check out the official site at Watch Out 

"I think there's a little bit of Jonathan Barrows in all of us. We all don't like to admit it, but we pretty much think were invincible. Jonathan recognizes the fact that he's not. but actually believes that he's the being of all beings. He's totally self obsessed and outrageous, and a complete dick, and to play someone that deluded, is well, liberating!"
Always Exciting. Always Next ExpressMEN.
