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By Rachel Shatto

hower scenes, sadistic guards, a cellblock riot and forbidden
dyke love—Stuck!, a '60s women-in-prison tribute, has

it all. Shot in black and white and set to a jazzy beatnik

soundtrack, it's an atmospheric, tragic homage to a bygone era.
In the grand tradition of women-in-prison films, Stuck!

centers on an innocent woman framed for her mother’s

murder and sentenced to die by hanging. Daisy, played by

the deliciously curvaceous Starina Johnson, is thrust into

a pack of hard-boiled female cons, played by a mixture of

indie powerhouses—Mink Stole, Pleasant Gehman, Susan

Traylor, Jane Wiedlin—and co-staring genre icon Karen

Black as the nosy neighbor and sole witness to the “crime.”
The opportunity to work with such talented and estab-

lished actors was a career

vault for Johnson, a rela-

tively unknown actor.“It’s

really nice to work with

actresses who you can

feed off of. Sometimes

you work with people,

and they are just waiting

for their close-up, which

is so awful. To work with

This women-in-prison film pushes the boundaries of the genre.

other people who also love the art of it is really nice,” says
Johnson.

The role of doomed “new fish” Daisy was immediately
appealing to Johnson. “There is something just fascinating
about having to live your life as fast as humanly possible
because you know you're going to be killed,” muses the
young actor.

Johnson recieved a little extra help getting into character,
when she and her and her fellow “inmates” were literally
locked into their cells in the humid heat of Macon,
Georgia for the shoots. “There was an oppressive feeling
in [the cell], plus with the movie lights on, it was really
claustrophobic...it wasn't like there was just two people

there at a time. We all were in
there during all of the shots.
So you constantly had to be in
your character,” says Gehman,
who plays Dutch, Daisy’s lusty
love interest.

Although the film relies
heavily on typecast sexploi-
tation characters, it cannot
simply be categorized as just
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