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RACHEL BRICE

Rachel Brice first fell in love with Belly Dance after watching the famous Hahbi'Ru at the Northern California Renassance Faire in 1988 and began taking Cabaret Belly Dance classes right away. In 1999, she decided to study full time, and relocated for the University program in Dance Ethnology at San Francisco State. In 2001, Rachel began her study of Tribal Belly Dance and was a member of Jill Parker's Ultra Gypsy in the Spring of 2001. In 2002 she began study with Carolena Nericcio, with whom she still studies. In 2003 she was discovered by rock mogul Miles Copeland and began touring internationally with his company, Belly Dance Superstars. Also in 2003 she founded The Indigo Belly Dance Company. When home, Rachel studies with her teachers Suhaila Salimpour, and creator of American Tribal Style, Carolena Nericcio, and Yoga with Gary Kraftsow. For more information visit www.theindigo.net  

MARGARET CHO 

Margaret Cho is one of the most prolific and critically acclaimed comedians of our time. In the past eight years she's launched four sold-out national tours, turning each into a concert film. A true entertainment pioneer, Cho is currently developing "The Sensuous Woman," a live variety show featuring vaudevillian comedy, burlesque, and bellydance. Showcasing an impressive lineup of comedians, bellydancers and burlesque superstars, "The Sensuous Woman" is currently being developed for an off-broadway run in NY. Says Cho, "There's a lot of gender swapping and gender play. It's the gayest show you could have with women stripping in it." In June of 2007, Margaret hosts a 15 city True Colors Tour. Performers include Cyndi Lauper, Debbie Harry, Erasure, The Dresden Dolls, The Gossip and The Misshapes, plus special guests like Rufus Wainwright, The Cliks, Rosie O'Donnell and the Indigo Girls in select cities. For more information visit www.MargaretCho.com  

JOHN COMPTON 

The eyes - brilliant and blue. The gaze - captivating and mysterious. Poise, grace, hypnotic movement and many years of discipline create the mystique, the magic that is John. John Compton is America's first dancer in the "Khawal" genre since the Chicago World's Fair of 1893. John's years of dance experience, a dynamic style and genuinely warm personality make him a superb instructor as well as a truly exciting performer. His amazing track record of major shows, night clubs, media appearances and workshops extends through the U.S. and Canada. He initially studied under the legendary Jamila Salimpour and received additional training in the folkloric style from Patti Farber. He first performed as a featured soloist in Jamila Salimpour's Bal Anat in the early 1970's, then in Patti Farber's folk dance ensemble, Baba Ganooj. In 1976 he formed his own show, Kos-Kadas, the opening extravaganza for the King Tut exhibit at the De Young Museum in San Francisco. He is the Co-Founder and Co-Director of The Hahbi'Ru Middle Eastern Dance Ensemble. For more information visit www.hahbiru.com 

KAJIRA DJOUMAHNA 

Kajira has devoted her career to the proliferation of American Tribal Style (ATS) belly dance. Though skilled in many other traditional dance forms, this specialty chose her due to its "no borders" sense of creativity, its modern approach to ancient ways and its capacity to bring dancers together nearly psychically through its unique structured group improvisational dancing. After 8 years under the tutelage of Carolena Nericcio (creatrix of the form and director of FatChanceBellyDance), Kajira went on to develop her own particular format for the ATS Style that sets it apart from that of her teacher's and others in the genre. She is author of The Tribal Bible and writes an ongoing tribal Q&A column in Zaghareet magazine. She has been the recipient of numerous awards. Kajira is the producer of the first and largest Tribal belly dance festival in the world, Tribal Fest - held in the Northern San Francisco Bay Area each May. For more information visit www.blacksheepbellydance.com 

RACHEL LAZARUS SOTO 

Rachel Lazarus Soto, aka Blue Damsel, is an experimental performance artist using tribal style belly dance as a foundation and adding ethnic sensibilities from many cultures and dance forms. She is currently immersed in a haze of all things Asian, which can be readily seen in her performances. Rachel teaches regular classes in the Inland Empire of California, and workshops around the country (and soon internationally!) sharing her insights into body awareness, movement, and stylization within belly dance. Blue Damsel is also the name of her performance group, featuring collaborations with other dancers of similar minds. For more information visit www.bluedamsel.org 

LEE ALI 

Lee is dedicated to teaching and preserving the dance and folk traditions of Morocco and the Middle East. Her Mom is Moroccan and her Dad is Turkish-Armenian. Dancing professionally since childhood, Lee has performed more than 2,000 dance shows in the US, and abroad including a two-year road tour in Greece. For eight years, she was director of her own dance studio in the Arab quarter of Brooklyn, New York, where she taught Middle Eastern dance, weight training and yoga. She is an IDEA certified fitness trainer and a certified yoga instructor from the Satchidananda Ashram. In 1996, Lee produced and directed a documentary film entitled Belly Dancing In America, an examination of the diversity and controversies within ethnic dance. A skillful Middle Eastern percussionist, Lee plays a variety of instruments and sings in four languages including Arabic, Turkish, French & Greek. She holds bachelors degrees in Psychology and pre-medical Biology from UC, Irvine. For more information visit www.BellyDanceTheater.com 

ABBY TRAVIS

Abby has a punk rock pedigree worthy of royalty and undisputable street cred dating back to the tender age of sixteen, when she played bass for The Love Dolls, a tongue-in-cheek combo spawned from director Dave Markey’s underground cult film of the same name. During the 1995 Lollapalooza tour, she played bass in back-to-back sets with both Beck and Elastica. For years, she played in the house band at Hollywood’s hottest club Make-Up, backing luminaries like Dee Dee Ramone, Jayne County, and The Runaways. She has performed and/or recorded with the likes of Exene Cervenka’s Original Sinners, Michael Penn, KMFDM, Go Go Kathy Valentine, Vanessa Paradis, Butthole Surfer Gibby Haynes, El Vez and even Spinal Tap! Abby Travis solo recordings with her own star studded band (featuring members of The Beastie Boys, Klaus Nomi band, and ex Mars Volta) are called The Abby Travis Foundation (1998), Cutthroat Standards & Black Pop (2000) and GlitterMouth (2006). For more information visit www.AbbyTravis.com  

BLUME BAUER 

At this point, we don't know too much about Blume. But her business is a small, woman-run (ya think?) company. She has a small staff of devoted slaves, many with four legs, dog breath, and uncontrollable drooling habits. What can I say? She hires the socially challenged. Blume and her minions work hard to provide the highest-quality products and customer service. Being a belly dancer herself, she realized that there were very few options for workout clothing for the modern belly dancer. Blume, like most dancers, wanted to look great and wear fun clothes that show the world that she's a belly dancer, and darn proud of it! Ya can't wear your costume all the time. When you can't wear your dance costumes, wear these: www.bellydancegear.com 

POLITTI ASHCRAFT 

Politti Ashcraft has studied bellydance for over 12 years, with a strong focus on the beautiful and varied styles of Tribal Bellydance. Inspired by the diverse cultures of the world, her progressive dance style is an engaging blend of the sacred and contemporary, by way of fluid movement and grace. Politti teaches weekly classes in the Inland Empire (So. Cal), offers specialty workshops in ATS and Tribal Fusion, and performs regularly in and around So. California, either as a soloist or with the gorgeous dancers of Blue Damsel. A teacher and performer, Politti is also an eternal student of Tribal Bellydance. She has studied with some of the most talented and gracious dancers in the industry, and continues to learn and grow in her dance by frequently promoting and attending Bellydance workshops and festivals. For more information visit www.tribal-stuff.com 

JIM BOZ 

Jim Boz discovered belly dance in 1994 on whim and a tongue in cheek attempt at regular exercise. A year later, he expanded his dance training to include many folkloric and authentic techniques, taking up to 6 classes a week from several instructors while pursuing a variety of workshops, private instruction and personal research. Additionally, Jim formed the all male dance troupe "Sons of the Padisha " to critical acclaim in the Pacific Northwest. His solo performances include a variety of tempos, textures and rhythms, bridging the emotional spectrum of the dance style. He often uses sword work (single or double) or other balancing techniques for solo performances, to complement his strong presence. He has also studied Moroccan tray dance and is also adept at a variety of veil and cape dance techniques, in addition to many folkloric mens and womens stylings. For more information visit www.JimBoz.com and Belly Cruise "Rak the Boat" 2008

TEMPEST

Tempest is an artist, designer, dancer, and writer currently based in the Bay Area of California. Although she enjoys studying what tradition has to offer, Tempest loves exploring the dance through unusual music and creative costuming, pulling on her visual arts background to "paint a picture" with the dance; engaging the audience through dramatic embodied storytelling, passionate expression, and sensuous, mesmerizing movement. Tempest is the creator of the the Gothic Belly Dance Resource, and is considered to be the premier instructor for the genre. In the fall of 2006, she created and organized a groundbreaking event "The Durga Tour" - a nationwide tour of over two dozen states, bringing Gothic, Sacred, and Experimental belly dance performances and workshops to each stop. She is featured on the first ever GBD performance DVD produced by WorldDanceNewYork entitled "The Darker Side of Fusion" and just released "Bellydance for Beautiful Freaks", an instructional DVD, this past fall. 

For more information visit www.darklydramatic.com or www.gothicbellydance.com  

LEELA

Leela is the Director of Award-Winning "Leela with SaloméJihad Bellydance Troupe." From her extensive background in classical dance forms, Leela brings FUN and EXCITEMENT to her popular teaching style, delighting her students with her contagious enthusiasm and playfulness. Leela's teaching deeply engages each dancer in both her own individual experience and the shared magic of the group as well. Leela's Award-Winning troupe has performed to enchanted audiences all throughout the Southland, receiving rave reviews for their imaginative and inventive style, humor and choreography. For more information visit www.leelabellydance.com 

SHIFRA SORIA TOBIASCH

Creator of the Balata™ style belly dance, Shifra took the ethnic, traditional style as it was danced in the middle east on small floor areas with flat feet combined them with the other styles, modern Egyptian, other western styles that fit to each dancer and her ability and figure to the way she/ he likes to dance on stage and at other places.  Shifra was nominated by Zaghareet Magazine for the Golden Belly Award as The Best Kept Secret of 2004.  Awarded the Golden Turban in 2005 for Most Loved Teacher, she is also nominated by Zaghareet Magazine for the 2007 Golden Belly Award as Favorite Ethnic Dancer. For more information visit www.transconabiz.com/shifra/index.html 

SUSU ABDO 

SuSu is a Chatham Ontario resident who recently displayed her belly dance talents at the "Hips Oh My" Gala in Chatham (filmed as part of "Underbelly") as well as The Windsor Symphony Orchestra's annual Gala "Taste of the Orient." SuSu has studied Egyptian style belly dance made popular in Ontario by Toronto's Yasmina Ramsy. Yasmina has had a large following over the years and her style has flourished due to her many devoted students who have now become teachers throughout the region. Such as Dawna Robertson "Isis" of Sarnia Ontario, Karen Hunt of Stratford and Khrista Boon of Windsor, Ontario. SuSu studied exclusively with Khrista Boon at Alimah in Windsor, Ontario and was a member of her Awalim Dance Troupe. She has also studied belly dance with Yasmina Ramzy of Toronto, Ava Fleming of Pheonix, and Princess Farhana of Hollywood. For more information visit http://www.susuabdo.com 

MEGAN M. ROBBINS

Miss Robbins started her formal dance training 23 years ago in Toronto. She studied jazz, tap, ballet and pointe, performing professionally throughout North America. Although she has been captivated by Egyptian culture since her early teenage years, it was not until 2003 while traveling in Egypt, that she was first introduced to belly dance. Belly dance presented the perfect opportunity to merge her passion for dance and Egypt. Miss Robbins began training at Alimah five years ago and is a former Principle Dancer with the Awalim Troupe. Her belly dancing has been beneficial for health and fitness purposes but even more importantly are the relationships built with such exquisite women. When Miss Robbins is not dancing, she is working in Detroit as a Television Producer for General Motors. Megan teaches belly dance at LaSalle Fitness, LaSalle Ontario. For more information visit http://www.susuabdo.com 

