STEVE BALDERSON

Bio

Steve Balderson’s award-winning second feature film, FIRECRACKER, was released theatrically in 2005 to sold out audiences in a first-ever “Freak Show Tour” supervised by Landmark Cinemas, the nation’s largest art house chain.  Preeminent film critic Roger Ebert called it “Brilliant” and named FIRECRACKER on his list of the year’s best films (alongside movies such as CAPOTE and THE CONSTANT GARDENER).

Billed as part surrealist crime drama, and classic Greek tragedy, the breathtaking imagery in FIRECRACKER pushes through the limits of cinema, establishing Balderson as one of today’s finest visual storytellers.  Hailed as a “masterpiece” (Film Threat) and “told by a story teller who has a nascent finger on the pulse of contemporary cinema“ (Aftertaste magazine), FIRECRACKER features the acting debut of alternative music icon Mike Patton and the critically acclaimed comeback of Academy Award nominee Karen Black in her finest performance.  

FIRECRACKER premiered at London’s Raindance Film Festival, to sold out crowds, where it won a Jury Prize nomination for Best Picture.  It also won numerous awards on the festival circuit worldwide: Best Picture, Best Cinematography, Best Actress for Karen Black, and Steve Balderson won the 2005 Domani Vision Award for emerging talent at Tribeca’s Visionfest.

A self-described workaholic, Balderson attended CalArts Film School, where he oversaw production on six full-length digital movies, including a screen adaptation of Anne Rice's novel The Vampire Lestat.  Though an undergraduate, his work was being evaluated on a Master's Degree level.  

After leaving CalArts, Steve returned to Kansas and directed his debut feature film.  PEP SQUAD satirized and predicted American school violence prior to the horrific series of school shootings.  Domestic distributors wanted to avoid controversy and the film was released theatrically in foreign markets.  After the era of school violence ended in the United States, PEP SQUAD was released on DVD.

Though Steve may seem like an anomaly, it all comes very naturally to him.  He's been writing and directing since early childhood.  Interested not just in film but also architecture, design and elements of time and space, Balderson's milieu is all-inclusive and his work bears an unmistakable, individual stamp.  Though he chuckles when he says his idea of a good time is 'going out to sketch a story board,' he's not kidding.  

Steve is also the subject of a new book written and published by author Joe Schaefer.  In Conversations, the author writes, “Having a dream and actually sitting down and hashing out how one will achieve it are two different things. Steve Balderson longed to be a filmmaker, so he made it happen.  This writer/director/producer just may be the personification of the new American dream.”

Driven and prolific, Balderson’s attention to detail and strong work ethic is chronicled in the award-winning documentary “Wamego: Making Movies Anywhere.”  Released in 2004 on DVD, “Wamego” won Best Film at the 2005 Fox Film Festival.

More information about Steve Balderson can be found on his website “dikenga.com” or by searching his name on the internet.
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