PRINCESS FARHANA

(Pleasant Gehman)

 Biography

  Internationally acclaimed dance star Princess Farhana has performed, taught and written about Oriental Dance  (belly dance) and burlesque for seventeen years. She has appeared in Egypt, France, Switzerland, Belgium, The United Kingdom, Portugal, Mexico and Canada, as well as all over the US, and belly danced at concerts with Arabic superstars Amr Diab, Hakim, Natacha Atlas, and Alabina. 

 As a belly dancer, she was voted “Oriental Dancer Of The Year 2006” by Zaghareet Magazine, and in 2007 was nominated for “Best Instructor” and “Best Interpretive Artist”. In May of 2007, The Princess received an award from The City of Los Angeles for her continuing artistic contributions to the community.

 She is also a regular contributor to belly dance publications Jareeda, Zaghareet, The Chronicles, Habibi, and The Belly Dancer Magazine, LARAQS.COM and BHUZ.COM and has written about Oriental Dance and burlesque in many mainstream publications as well. 

 As a burlesque artist, she has been a judge at the USA’s legendary international burlesque competition, The Miss Exotic World Pageant, and is a returning workshop teacher at Tease-O-Rama, the largest burlesque festival in the country. She has been featured on the cover of the belly dance publications The Chronicles and Jareeda Magazine, as well as on the cover of the London Sunday Review’s feature on American Burlesque.

 For eleven years, she was a featured soloist in America’s premiere burlesque troupe, The Velvet Hammer, and starred in two documentary films on the troupe, as well as in A &E’s ‘”This Is Burlesque”. 

 She’s acted and danced in numerous motion pictures; music videos (for Madonna, Ricky Martin and many others) television shows; and in documentary films on belly dance and burlesque both performing and as an interview subject.  Her most recent film credit is as sword dancing coach and assistant choreographer for the major motion picture “Charlie Wilson’s War” (December 2007) starring Tom Hanks and Julia Roberts.

  Since April 2006, she has been the featured dancer in comedian Margaret Cho’s touring variety show, The Sensuous Woman, and also appeared dancing and being interviewed in a special segment on Margaret Cho’s latest DVD, “Assassin”.  Princess Farhana recently completed a six-week Off-Broadway run of “The Sensuous Woman” at the Zipper Theater in Manhattan.

She has produced a number of dance events, as well as eight instruction / performance DVD videos, including the first-ever instructional burlesque DVD, “Boom Boom: Hot Burlesque Moves For Cool Chicks”.  The Princess is an activist and advocate for women’s body image and self-esteem issues, and regularly lectures on the subject.  Live onstage, she is known for her high-concept, innovative performances, dazzling stage presence, impeccable technique and glittering custom hand crafted costumes. Her warmth, enthusiasm and adventurous spirit - on and off stage- captivate audiences and students alike. 

Contact Princess Farhana (Pleasant Gehman): (323) 460-4890 Vm,

 Cell phone: (323) 896-0317

Email:  pgehman@earthlink.net 

WWW.PRINCESSFARHANA.COM

